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November 26, 2019 
 

The Honorable Doug Ducey, Governor 
The Honorable Katie Hobbs, Secretary of State 
The Honorable Karen Fann, President of the Senate 
The Honorable Russell Bowers, Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 
 

On behalf of the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education (ACPE), I respectfully submit 
the enclosed annual report for the Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program formerly known as the 
Math, Science, and Special Education Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program (MSSE).  The ACPE 
Commissioners and staff remain committed to investing themselves in the work of higher 
education through their mission of increasing access and expanding success in postsecondary 
education for Arizonans.  This report reflects that commitment. 
 
Established in the 2007 legislative session, the MSSE Program was designed to solve two 
problems: (1) an Arizona teacher shortage in specific areas and (2) novice teachers leaving the 
profession due to burdensome loan debt and modest pay.  During the 2017 Fifty-Third 
Legislature, First Regular Session, Senate Bill 1040 made significant changes along with 
renaming the program to the Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program.  The program changes 
described in the report became effective in FY 2018. In addition, this report includes a description 
of the program, the number of applicants, the number of loan recipients, the qualifying institutions 
they attended, the name of the K-12 school where loan recipients are employed, and the number 
of good cause exceptions

mailto:acpe@azhighered.gov
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The Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education (ACPE) 
Arizona Teacher Student Loan Program 

FY 2018-2019 Annual Report 
 

Submitted November 26, 2019 
Dr. April L. Osborn, Executive Director 

 
Introduction and Description of the Program 

 
The Math, Science, and Special Education Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program (MSSE) was 
created in 2007.  
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Pima Community College      Rio Salado College       University of Phoenix 
1 Low-Income School Only      1 Low-Income School Only       1 Low-Income School Only 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Who Benefited from the Forgivable Loan? 
 
In FY 2019 ATSLP loans were disbursed to 81 students, 50 loans to initial recipients (1st time 
recipients) and 31 loans to continuing recipients (prior recipients).  The loan recipients attended 
both public and private postsecondary institutions for a total disbursement of $411,624.52.   
The table below provides a student profile for those who received loans in FY 2019.  
 

ATSLP FY 2019 Student Profile 
 

Total 
Applicants 

Total 
Recipients 

Total 
Disbursement 

Average Loan 
Amount 

Average 
Age of 

Recipients 

Initial 
Recipients 

Continuing 
Recipients 

Good 
Cause 

Exceptions 

115 81 $411,624.52 $5,082 30 50 31 0 

 
The difference between the total applicants and the total recipients is comprised of thirty-four 
applicants who did not meet program requirements.    
 
The following pie charts represent a breakout of the institutions the 81 loan recipients attended 
and the areas recipients indicated that they would be teaching. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Recipients by Institution in FY 2019 

Distribution: 
 

Arizona State University 

15 Combined (Multiple 
Areas) 
8 Low-Income School Only 

5 Special Education Only 

2 Science Only 

1 Combined (Math, 
Science, Special Education) 
Only 
 

University of Arizona 

9 Low-Income School Only 

3 Combined (Low-Income, 
Rural, Indian Reservation) 
Only 

3 Combined (Multiple 
Areas) 
2 Special Education 

1 Indian Reservation Only 

1 Rural Only 

1 Science Only 

Distribution: 
 

Grand Canyon University 
5 Combined (Multiple 
Areas) 
3 Low-Income School 
Only 
2 Special Education Only 
1 Math Only 
1 Rural Only 
 

Northern Arizona 
University 
7 Combined (Multiple 
Areas) 
3 Special Education 
2 Low-Income School 
Only 
 

Ottawa University 
3 Low-Income School 
Only 
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Recipients by Subject/Location in FY 2019 
 

 
 

Status of Recipients in ATSLP from Inception through FY 2019 
 
Tracking responsibilities are significant for ATSLP as each loan recipient is required to be tracked 
between seven to eleven years, depending on the number of years each student received 
funding. For students who enter into repayment, the relationship can increase up to 15 years.  
With the conclusion of FY 2019, 388 students have participated in ATSLP since its inception in 
2007.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the graphs above 228 (58.8%) loan recipients are or have 
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In FY 2020 the Commission will continue collecting the five-year teacher retention data for the 80 
individuals whose loans have been forgiven through teaching.  
 
The following is a list of the public K-12 schools in Arizona at which the 25 currently teaching loan 
recipients are employed. 
 

K-12 Schools where ATSLP (MSSE) Graduates Served 
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Conclusion 
 

ATSLP provides an important vehicle to shape student choices and bring new teachers to the 
profession in 

https://tsa.ed.gov/#/home/



